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Dr. Melisi has been directly involved in laboratory and clinical research since his internship as MD
student and as fellow in Medical Oncology at the Division of Medical Oncology and the Laboratory of
Molecular Cancer Therapy of the University of Naples “Federico II” Medical School.

In 2005, he joined the Department of Gastrointestinal Medical Oncology at the MD Anderson Cancer
Center Houston, TX. Here, he was involved in different translational research projects on the role of
targeting signal transduction molecules on the development, growth, and metastatization of pancreatic
cancer. In particular, he focused his work on the inhibition of the Smad-dependent and Smad-
independent pathways driven by the Transforming Growth Factor 3 as therapeutic strategies in
pancreatic cancer. In the same period, he was engaged in the clinical design and pharmacodynamic
analyses of several phase | and Il clinical trials in pancreatic and biliary cancers. During his postdoctoral
training, Dr. Melisi was supported by several competitive fellowships through the Italian Foundation for
Cancer Research, the American-Italian Cancer Foundation, and the SASS Foundation for Medical
Research, and selected to attend several competitive courses, including the 2007 NCI-AACR Cancer
Research Imaging Camp at the Center for In Vivo Microscopy, Duke University, Durham, NC, and the
2008 Methods in Clinical Cancer Research AACR/ASCO Workshop, Vail, CO.

In 2009, Dr. Melisi was recruited as Clinical and Experimental Tenure Lecturer at the National
Cancer Institute — Fondazione G. Pascale in Naples, Italy. In 2010, he received his PhD degree in
Molecular Oncology and Endocrinology, University of Naples “Federico 117, Italy.

In December 2011, he finally joined the University of Verona, Italy, as Assistant Professor of Medical
Oncology.

In 2011, Dr. Melisi was awarded one of the prestigious and highly competitive Start-Up program
grants, the largest funding for cancer research in my country “fo foster the birth and growth of new
research units under the leadership of talented young scientists seeking the opportunity of becoming
independent investigators in Italy after a successful research experience abroad” through the Italian
Association for Cancer Research (AIRC).

Thanks to this 5-years research grant, Dr. Melisi established the Digestive Molecular Clinical
Oncology (DMCO) Research Unit. In his research unit, he coordinate and supervise the work of three
postdoctoral fellows, one graduated PhD student, one research assistant, one research nurse, and



four students. The main projects in his group are aimed to define the tumor cell-autonomous and tumor
microenvironment- related molecular mechanisms responsible for the resistance of pancreatic cancer
to the proapoptotic activity of the classic chemotherapeutic agents and to the most novel antiangiogenic
drugs.

At the Verona University Hospital, Dr. Melisi is responsible for the gastrointestinal tumor patients’
clinic. In particular, he participates as medical oncologist to the Pancreas Centre, the most important
multidisciplinary team in the country for the diagnosis, treatment and research of the diseases of the
pancreas. In collaboration with the early phase clinical trials unit Centro di Ricerche Cliniche (CRC),
he is in charge of the cancer therapeutics’ early phase clinical development program accordingly with
GCP guidelines.

Dr. Melisi serve as the coordinator of the School of Specialty in Medical Oncology. Here, he organize
classes and practical activities of twenty-five fellows per year, and directly supervise the clinical and
research work of five of them. Dr. Melisi is teacher of Medical Oncology for the University of Verona’s
Medical School, and the Schools of Specialty in Oncology, Surgery, and Gastroenterology. He am also
member of the board of the PhD program in Molecular Pathology, Immunology, and Oncology.

Beside the AIRC Start-Up grant, Dr. Melisi have been awarded as principal investigator or co-
investigator several national and international competitive research grants from private charities and
pharmaceutical industries. Dr. Melisi received several prestigious awards, including the 2003 “Prof.
Piero Trivella” award from Italian Cancer Society, the 2007 “The Marion D. Edwards” award in Hepatic
Oncology, and the 2008 “Nunzio Pascale” International award for cancer research. Dr. Melisi is
member of the editorial board of the journal of the European Society of Medical Oncology Annals of
Oncology, and he routinely serve as reviewer for several other peer-reviewed journals. In 2013, Dr
Melisi has been elected member of the Board of the Italian Cancer Society (SIC).

Education and degrees

2001 MD Degree, Summa cum Laude, University of Naples “Federico 11" Medical
School, Italy

2005 Specialty Degree in Medical Oncology, Summa cum Laude, University of Naples
“Federico II”, Italy

2009 PhD Degree, International Doctorate Program in Molecular Oncology and

Endocrinology, University of Naples “Federico II”, Italy

Medical Licence Reqgistration

17/02/2003 - Albo Provinciale dei Medici Chirurghi di NAPOLI (Ordine della Provincia di
NAPOLI) n. 0000030080

Professional Experience/Other Related Training

2001-2005 Resident/Fellow, Internal Medicine/Medical Oncology, Division of Medical Oncology,
University of Naples “Federico II” Medical School, Italy

2005-2009  Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of Gastrointestinal Medical Oncology, MD Anderson
Cancer Center — University of Texas, Houston, TX, US

2009-2011  Clinical and Experimental Tenure Lecturer, National Cancer Institute — Fondazione G.
Pascale, Naples, Italy

2011-present Assistant Professor, Department of Medical Oncology, University of Verona, Italy

2011-present Head, Digestive Molecular Clinical Oncology Research Unit, University of Verona, Italy

Honors



1.

2003 “Prof. Piero Trivella” award, Italian Cancer Society (SIC), Italy

2005 “Leonino Fontana e Maria Lionello” award, Italian Foundation for Cancer Research
(FIRC), Italy
2007 “The Marion D. Edwards” award in Hepatic Oncology, MD Anderson Cancer Center,
Houston, TX, US
2007 Fellow at the NCI-AACR Cancer Research Imaging Camp, Duke University, Center
for In Vivo Microscopy, Durham, NC
2008 “Nunzio Pascale” International award for cancer research — “Nunzio Pascale”
Foundation, Italy
2008 The SASS Foundation for Medical Research Postdoctoral Research Fellowship,
Roslyn, NY, US
2008 American-Italian Cancer Foundation Postdoctoral Research Fellowship, New York,
NY, US
2008 Fellow at the Methods in Clinical Cancer Research AACR/ASCO Workshop, Valil,
CcoO
Since 2005 Involved, as sub-l and Primary Investigator, in several international clinical trials

conducted according to GCP

Training Documentation
TRANSCELERATE - ICH GCP EG6 (R2) Training E-Learning Course on 08 October 2020

Ongoing Research Support

AIRC Start-Up Grant n. 10129, 2010-2015, Role: PI
Mechanisms of resistance to chemotherapeutic and antiangiogenic drugs as targets for pancreatic
cancer therapy — Associazione ltaliana per la Ricerca sul Cancro

AIRC Special Program Molecular Clinical Oncology 5 per mille n. 10016, Role: participating unit
Molecular basis for triple negative breast cancer metastasis: new tools for diagnosis and therapy —
Associazione lItaliana per la Ricerca sul Cancro
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